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SUMMARY MINUTES 

Delta Protection Commission Meeting 
Thursday, May 16, 2019 

Jean Harvie Community Center 
14273 River Road 

Walnut Grove, CA 95690 

ADMINISTRATIVE AGENDA 

1. Call to Order 

Chair Villegas called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. 

2. Roll Call 

Commission Clerk Medina called the roll. Present at roll call: Chair Villegas, Commissioners Burgis, 
Kott, Biagi Jr., van Loben Sels, Mussi, Moosavi (for Annis), Roberts (for Crowfoot), and Gillies (for 
Bugsch). Commissioner Nakanishi arrived at 5:42 p.m., Commissioner Lester-Moffitt (for Ross) 
arrived at 5:48 p.m., and Vice Chair Nottoli arrived at 5:54 p.m. Commissioners Winn, Thomson, 
and Cabaldon were absent with no alternate present. Commissioner Burgis left the meeting at 
6:44 p.m. and Commissioner Gillies left the meeting at 7:38 p.m. 

3. Welcome and Public Comment- Opportunity for the Public to Address the Commission Regarding 
Items Not on the Agenda 

Chair Villegas asked for public comment: Martha Esch (business owner in historic Locke) stated 
her interest in obtaining grant funding for the town of Locke to repair sidewalks, make Main 
Street buildings ADA accessible, and equip them with smoke detectors and fire extinguishers for 
safety.  

CONSENT AGENDA 

4. Approval of March 21, 2019 Meeting Minutes 

MOTION: It was moved by Commissioner Burgis and seconded by Commissioner Biagi Jr. to approve the 
March 21, 2019 meeting minutes; in a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously with 9 aye votes (all 
Commissioners present at roll call).  

REGULAR AGENDA 

5. Receive Executive Director Report 

Executive Director Vink mentioned the Delta Lodging Workshop will be held on May 17 at the Jean Harvie 
Community Center; stated that the Commission has been working with Valley Vision to address broadband 
issues in the Delta and a report on findings will be coming soon; mentioned the Delta Heritage Forum will 
be held on June 6 at the Jean Harvie Center and encouraged the Commissioners to attend; provided a brief 
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update on the update of the Land Use and Resource Management Plan (LURMP) and reminded everyone 
about upcoming events in the Delta. Chair Villegas asked for public comment: Martha Esch (Business 
Owner in Locke) wanted to know if meeting packets were available for the public. Executive Director Vink 
gave her an extra packet and mentioned all meeting materials are available online at delta.ca.gov  

6. Receive Delta Protection Advisory Committee (DPAC) Report 

DPAC Chair Mark Pruner gave a brief update on the Committee’s April 24 meeting, including review of the 
proposed Delta Plan Chapter 4 (Ecosystem Restoration) update, proposed revision to the DPAC charter to 
allow for staggered member terms, and follow-up on the LURMP update. 

Chair Villegas asked for public comment and there was none. 

7. Receive Update on Delta Stewardship Council (DSC) Activities 

DSC Chair Susan Tatayon summarized both her and her fellow Council members background; 
described the Council’s recent efforts with  “covered actions” (projects covered by the Delta 
Plan), including appeals filed on two recent “covered actions” s; described recent Delta Plan 
amendments and refined performance measures; mentioned the April 8 Delta Plan Interagency 
Implementation Committee meeting and the endorsement of a new white paper titled “Funding 
Science to Meet Tomorrow’s Challenges”, along with a small celebration for the National Heritage 
Area (NHA) designation. 

DSC Executive Officer Jessica Pearson stated that Council staff works closely with Commission 
staff on a variety of topics; mentioned the DSC workshop at their June 2019 meeting for the 
Chapter 4 (Ecosystem Restoration) update of the Delta Plan; and reminded the Commission of the 
Council’s science activities, including the recent approval of nearly $10 million in scientific 
research grants. 

Vice Chair Nottoli asked if the Council anticipates additional imminent updates of the Delta Plan. 
Ms. Pearson stated they want to make sure the plan is always up-to-date and fresh, so they 
anticipate constantly updating it. 

Commissioner Nakanishi wanted to know if they have any findings on climate change and if there 
was anything being implemented now to mitigate climate change. Ms. Pearson stated the Council 
aims to work with local governments and State agencies to develop options of addressing climate 
change. 

Chair Villegas asked for public comment and there was none. 

8. Consider Commission Recommendation to DSC on Proposed Delta Plan Chapter 4 (Ecosystem) 
Policies and Recommendations 

Executive Director Vink provided background on the proposed Delta Plan Chapter 4 update and 
reviewed recommendations from Commission staff to revised proposed Chapter 4 policies and 
recommendations. 
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Commission members discussed the proposed recommendations related to setback levees, 
concerns about how setback levees might affect historic river communities built against the 
levees and ensuring that habitat improvements continue to be made. 

Chair Villegas asked for public comment: Deirdre DesJardins (physicist at CA Water Research) 
suggested the Commission look into a Dutch engineered tidal gate that she believes would be an 
affordable solution to addressing tidal and storm surges, and one that could be implemented only 
when needed (as a temporary barrier). 

MOTION: It was moved by Vice Chair Nottoli and seconded by Commissioner Burgis to approve 
the Commission’s letter to the Council on proposed Delta Plan Chapter 4 “policies and 
recommendations”; in a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously with 12 aye votes (all 
Commissioners present at roll call plus Commissioners Lester-Moffitt, Nakanishi, and Vice Chair 
Nottoli). 

9. Delta Conservancy Proposition 1 Grants 

Sacramento – San Joaquin Delta Conservancy Executive Officer Campbell Ingram provided a 
handout which summarized the Proposition 1 grant activities and spoke about their process for 
funding approval. Mr. Ingram stated that Conservancy staff is recommending approval of 6 of the 
11 applicants in the latest round of funding, and possibly a few more if the Conservancy receives 
additional information as requested. 

Commissioner van Loben Sels inquired about the large grant award for nutria eradication; Mr. 
Ingram stated it will be for monitoring and trapping, and that it is part of a larger 5-year nutria 
eradication effort. 

Commissioner Nakanishi asked who was eligible for this funding; Mr. Ingram explained that public 
agencies and nonprofit organizations (but not private individuals or federal agencies) are eligible 
to apply for funding.  

Chair Villegas asked for public comment and there was none. 

10. Receive Update on Delta National Heritage Area (NHA) and Consider Approval of Proposed 
Scope of Work (SOW) for Delta NHA Project Plans 

Commission Environmental Planner Blake Roberts provided a presentation on the Sacramento- 
San Joaquin Delta NHA, including background on the proposal, NHA boundaries, and role of the 
National Park Service.  He then reviewed the Scope of Work (SOW) for project management plans 
to assist in the preparation of the Delta NHA Management Plan, which Commission staff propose 
to use in an upcoming Request for Offer solicitation. 

Vice Chair Nottoli asked about anticipated federal funding in support of the Delta NHA; Mr. 
Roberts answered that federal funding is likely to be limited to $150,000 annually for the period 
of time when the NHA Management Plan in being prepared, and then up to $250,000 annually 
once the Management Plan is approved (based on current appropriation levels). Commissioner 



Delta Protection Commission 
May 16, 2019 Meeting Notes 

4 
 

van Loben Sels asked why the NHA boundaries differed from the legal Delta boundaries; Mr. 
Roberts explained there was also interest in establishing a Carquinez Straight NHA and thus the 
two efforts were combined in the legislation initially introduced.  

Chair Villegas asked for public comment and there was none. 

MOTION: It was moved by Vice Chair Nottoli and seconded by Commissioner Nakanishi to 
approve the proposed SOW for the Delta NHA project management plans; in a voice vote the 
motion passed unanimously with 11 aye votes (all Commission members in attendance except for 
Commissioner Burgis who had left the meeting).    

11. Consider One-Time Authorization for Executive Director to Execute Planning Services  
Contract in an Amount Not to Exceed $200,000 (Economic Sustainability Plan Update –  
Recreation & Tourism) 

Commission Program Manager Virginia Gardiner provided background information on the 
Commission’s requirement to review and update the Economic Sustainability Plan (ESP) every five 
years, the progress on developing the ESP-Recreation & Tourism Chapter scope of work (and 
obtaining Commission approval at the March 21, 2019 meeting), and the present request to 
authorize the Executive Director to execute a contract not to exceed $200,000 for ESP update of 
the Recreation and Tourism Chapter. 

Executive Director Vink added that if the Commissioners were interested, he could hold a special 
meeting in early June, so they can participate first-hand in the bid scoring. 

Chair Villegas asked for public comment and there was none. 

MOTION: It was moved by Commissioner Biagi Jr. and seconded by Commissioner Kott to 
authorize the Executive Director to execute a contract not to exceed $200,000 for ESP update of 
the Recreation and Tourism Chapter; the motion passed unanimously with 11 aye votes (all 
Commission members in attendance except for Commissioner Burgis who had left the meeting). 

12. Consider One-Time Authorization for Executive Director to Execute a Multi-Year Information 
Technology Support Services Contract in an Amount Not to Exceed $130,000 

Assistant Executive Director Nelson provided background on the Commission’s Interagency 
Agreement (IA) with the CA Department of Water Resources; the necessity for a strong IT 
partner, and then requested approval for the proposed amendment to the current IA that 
appends an additional two years, with an additional allocation of $55,000 from the Commission’s 
Fiscal Year 18-19 budget, bringing the total amount of the IA to $129,261.77. 

Chair Villegas asked for public comment and there was none. 
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MOTION: It was moved by Vice Chair Nottoli and seconded by Commissioner Roberts to 
authorize the Executive Director to approve an amended IA in an amount up to $130,000; the 
motion passed unanimously with 11 aye votes (all Commission members in attendance except 
for Commissioner Burgis who had left the meeting). 

13. Consider Commission Comment Letter on SB 204 (Tunnel Oversight) 

Executive Director Vink provided background information on SB 204, which would provide 
legislative oversight to the proposed Delta conveyance project.  He requested approval of a 
Commission support letter on SB 204. 

Chair Villegas asked for public comment: Barbara Daly (DPAC Vice Chair) suggested language on 
water intake facilities and conveyance be added to the letter. 

MOTION: It was moved by Vice Chair Nottoli and seconded by Commissioner Kott to approve the 
Commission comment letter on SB 204, also ensuring that water intakes are included; in a roll 
call vote, the motion passed with 7 aye votes (Chair Villegas, Vice Chair Nottoli, Commissioners 
Kott, Nakanishi, Biagi Jr., van Loben Sels, and Mussi), and 3 abstentions (Commissioners Moosavi, 
Lester-Moffitt, and Roberts). Commissioners Burgis and Gillies were not present for this vote. 

14. Receive Update on CA WaterFix/Delta Tunnel Project 

Executive Director Vink provided a summary of recent developments with the CA WaterFix 
project, including information about Governor Newsom’s Executive Order to develop a water 
resilience portfolio, and Department of Water Resources formal announcement to withdraw 
permit application for the project. 

Chair Villegas asked for public comment: Deirdre DesJardins (Physicist at CA Water Research) 
wanted to point out that section 106 National Historic Preservation Act Consultation application 
has not been withdrawn and believes its outcome is relevant and important to Delta 
Communities. 

15. Commissioner Comments/Announcements 

The next Commission meeting will be on July 18, 2019 in Stockton. 

16. Adjourn 

Chair Villegas adjourned the meeting at 7:52 p.m. 
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