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DRAFT 

April 9, 2020 

Honorable Bob Wieckowski, Chair 
Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee – Subcommittee 2 
State Capitol, Room 5019 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Honorable Richard Bloom, Chair 
Assembly Committee on Budget – Subcommittee 3 
State Capitol, Room 6026 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Chairs Wieckowski and Bloom, 

The Delta Protection Commission is a State agency working to ensure that the accomplishment 
of the coequal goals for the Delta are conducted in a manner that protects and enhances the 
unique cultural, recreational, natural resource, and agricultural values of the Delta as an 
evolving place. 

All of these unique Delta values are reliant upon a robust network of Delta levees. In addition, 
Delta levees are critical for protecting billions of dollars of regional infrastructure and ensuring 
the delivery of fresh water to the export pumps. 

The State’s two programs to ensure the improvement and maintenance of Delta levees are the 
Delta Specials Projects Program and the Delta Levees Maintenance Subvention Program.  
Administered by the California Department of Water Resources (DWR), these two programs 
work in tandem with local levee maintaining agencies to ensure the protection of the Delta 
levee network, integral to the Delta economy and citizens as well as of statewide importance. 

Governor Newsom’s proposed fiscal year 2020-21 budget does not include funding for either of 
these levee programs. In a 2018 transmittal of a report to DWR, our Commission suggested that 
the Delta Specials Projects Program be funded at $30-60 million annually and the Delta Levees 
Maintenance Subvention Program be funded at $12-15 million annually. Funding at these levels 
will ensure the continued maintenance and improvement of all Delta levees to a base level of 
protection. Base levels are the DWR Bulletin 192-82 standards for nonproject levees and the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Operation and Maintenance, Repair, Replacement and 
Rehabilitation (OMRR&R) requirements for project levees, as may be adjusted by DWR for sea 
level rise and climate change. 
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Most recently, these programs have been funded from statewide general obligation bonds 
(specifically Propositions 1E, 84 and 1). We understand from DWR that it believes it has 
sufficient previously-appropriated funds to ensure $10 million for the Delta Levees 
Maintenance Subvention Program in FY 20-21. With due respect, we believe this amount 
should be at least $12 million to meet the claims that are expected throughout the region, and 
that DWR should be funded for the Delta Special Projects Program for at least $30 million with 
half applicable to all eligible levee systems and half to levee systems deemed by DWR to 
require higher levels of protection. 

The Commission would appreciate the support of your subcommittee to ensure appropriate 
funding for Delta levee programs in the FY 20-21 State budget. 

Sincerely, 

Oscar Villegas 
Chair 

cc: Karla Nemeth, Director of California Department of Water Resources 
   Members, Delta Protection Commission 




