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DELTA VOICE

Although flooding on leveed Delta islands are a rare occurrence, flood risk 
is a fact of life in the Delta. Floods can happen with little or no warning. A 
powerful rainstorm, rising river, or catastrophic levee failure can happen 
quickly. Property owners must not overlook flood preparations for their 
homes, other buildings, and businesses. Taking the time to protect your 
property before a flood will save you money and it may save lives.

Before the Flood

There is no shortage of items to consider when preparing your property 
for a potential flood. Begin with waterproofing any subareas, including 
basements and possible entryways such as window wells. Waterproofing 
includes making sure rain gutters and storm drains are clear and the slope 
surrounding your home and other buildings directs water away. Make sure 
sump pumps are in working order and tested on a regular basis.

Flood Ready

Continued on page 2...

Preparing your property

www.delta.ca.gov
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Storm surge can cause a backup of sewage lines and force 
that sewage into residences and businesses. Speak to a 
licensed plumber to see what options are available to 
prevent backflow from entering your property through 
connections like bathtubs, sinks, and dishwashers. 

Many homes in the Delta rely on propane for heat and 
cooking and have free standing storage tanks. Farms and 
other agricultural businesses may store gasoline or other 
fuels onsite. It’s important to anchor fuel tanks to prevent 
them from becoming floating hazards that can explode and 
cause fire damage. Keep trash and discarded equipment 
and materials from cluttering your property. These items 
can become floating hazards when flood waters rise.

Bottles of household cleaners and other chemicals can 
combine with flood waters to create a poisonous soup 
dangerous to animals, rescue workers, or returning prop-

 

 

-

 

erty owners. Store these chemicals as high as possible 
and in cabinets that can be tightly secured. 

Leaving Your Home

Shut off all utilities coming into your home and surrounding 
buildings at their source, including electricity, gas, and 
water. Yes, even water pipes can burst during a flood 
event causing additional water damage to your property!
Disconnect appliances to reduce the chance of electric 
shock when power is restored. It also a provides the 
opportunity to inspect connections for damage before 

utilities are restored. If you are able, raise movable 
appliances as high as possible to protect them from 
rising water. 

Make sure cabinets and other storage units with 
hazardous materials and chemicals are secured with 
a lock or latch. A zip tie around the handles of a 
kitchen cabinet should prevent chemicals from float
ing and posing risks.

Finally, move vehicles, equipment, and livestock to 
the highest areas possible if you are not able to take 
them with you. 

According to the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, the average flood claim for a residence 
in 2018 was around $40,000. Investing time and 
money to protect and maintain your property will 
save you money after a flood event and protect 
your neighbors, rescue workers, and even you! For 
more information about how to prepare for floods, 
visit delta.ca.gov/beprepared

Delta Flood Preparedness Week
October 17-24, 2020

See the back page for information.

www.delta.ca.gov/beprepared
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Of all the recreation jewels in the 
Delta, perhaps most surprising is its 
international renown as a windsurfing 
location. Located off Hwy. 160 near 
the southern tip of Sherman Island, 
in the shadow of the John Nejedly 
(Antioch) Bridge and nearby wind-
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farms of Solano County’s Montezuma 
Hills, a Sacramento County park is 
a popular picnic and water access 
location with a sandy beach and a 
protected area for water play.

Sherman Island County Park is also a 
coveted location for wind enthusiasts 
of every stripe, what some call “sailing 
in its purest form.” Home of the 
famed “Delta Breeze” that blows 
nearly continuously during a season 
that spans from May through August, 
these wind conditions are ideal for 
windsurfers, kitesurfers, and foil
boarders. On a typical summer day 
there can be well over 100 sailors 
plying a three mile stretch of the 
Sacramento River Delta.  While wind
surfers hew to the water’s surface, 
kitesurfers and foilboarders defy 
gravity and catch big air, sometimes 
flying dozens of feet into the air before 
gently (and skillfully) returning to the 

Delta Breeze
SURFING THE 

water. Foilboarders can further defy 
gravity by hovering over the water 
for a distance, suspended between 
water and sky.

Sherman Island is not for the  
beginning wind enthusiast. The 
fierce winds can accelerate you off 
the beach with as much speed as 
a muscle car, and the heavy use on 
weekends places a premium on  
having control over your kites and 
sails, lest a collision occur. On a busy 
summer day it first appears to be 
chaos, though on closer inspection 
a visitor can understand the delicate 
choreography occurring on the  
water. With the dry Montezuma 
Hills as a backdrop, the sight of multi- 
colored kites and sails zigzagging 
across the expanse of open water is 
stark and thrilling.

Sherman Island windsports are 
stewarded by RVWA/SIKO - Rio Vista 
Windsurfing Association/Sherman 
Island Kiteboarding Organization; 
www.rvwa-siko.org - a nonprofit 
organization that protects and  
improves windsport access, re-builds 
launches annually, runs water safety  

and kid sailing camps, provides porta
-potties, and organizes bi-annual
cleanup days (in conjunction with
the Delta Conservancy). The club also 
works with youth groups, distributing
lifejackets and promoting kid safety
at Sherman Island County Park. The
organization members are enthusiasts
themselves, and can be found on the
water (and in the parking lot) helping 
visitors enjoy this unique Delta treasure.

http://www.rvwa-siko.org
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 The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta has been home to 
boats of various sizes since the 1840’s, providing vital 
services to its inhabitants. Few roads or trails allowed 
for the easy transportation of goods and the Sacramento 
and San Joaquin Rivers quickly became Northern 
California’s fastest highways.

With the passage of the Swamp Land Act of 1850, 
construction of levees to create rich agricultural land 
altered not only the waterways in the Delta, but its trails 
and roads. In 1852, state legislation authorized roads 
to be surveyed and laid to reach ferry landings for river 
crossings and to link federal forts within the state. For 

The Life 
and Times of
DELTA 
FERRIES
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the next several decades, many independently owned 
ferries sprung up throughout the Delta wherever two 
roads existed on opposite waterway banks.

Advances in mechanical and structural engineering 
allowed bridges to replace many of the ferries in the 
Delta; by 1927, a person could drive on paved roads 
from Sacramento to reach San Francisco by way of San 
Jose or sit aboard an auto ferry crossing San Francisco 
Bay. Today, only a few ferries remain active in the Delta, 
two of which are considered state highway assets  

 

 

 
 
 

managed by Caltrans and operate around the clock 
to serve the public. 

The Ryer Island Ferry is classified as an extension of 
Highway 84 and has been served by the Real McCoy 
II since 2011. The free-moving ferry provides service 
between Ryer Island and Rio Vista across Cache Slough. 
At 88-feet long with a 38-foot beam (width), the Real 
McCoy II maneuvers with the aid of propellers that 
rotate 360 degrees. With 80,000 pounds of capacity, 
the vessel can carry up to eight vehicles.

The Howard Landing Ferry is an extension of Highway 
220, currently served by a vessel named the J-Mack. 
With a length of 92 feet and a beam of 32 feet, the 

J-Mack is a cable drawn ferry drawn across Steamboat 
Slough by a powerful winch on board that is attached to 
a fixed cable. The cable is stretched 400 feet between 
the shores of Grand Island and East Ryer Island. It can 
carry up to six vehicles during its three-minute crossing. 

One other ferry is hard at work in the Delta, providing 
private service to land and homeowners. The Victory II 
is a free-running ferry that takes vehicles from Jersey 
Island to both Webb Tract and Bradford Island. It’s 
always a good idea to check on their status before 
planning a crossing.

Delta Ferry Information

Ryer Island and Howard Landing Ferries
(510) 622-0120

dot.ca.gov/caltrans-near-me/district-4/
d4-projects/d4-solano-delta-ferry

Bradford Island Ferry
(925) 684-3766

bradfordisland.com/ferry-info

www.dot.ca.gov/caltrans-near-me/district-4/d4-projects/d4-solano-delta-ferry
www.bradfordisland.com/ferry-info
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While the saying, “a picture is worth a thousand 
words,” may be true, there is also something about 
hearing the voice of an older man recalling his child-
hood or a short quote from a 92-year-old woman 
that can evoke a time better than a thousand words 
of text. Oral histories can connect people across 
decades or centuries through shared human emotion 
and experience. Community groups and academics 

are undertaking the challenging and rewarding work of 
producing these oral histories in several communities 
across the Delta.

As part of her work collecting narratives about the 
Delta, UC Davis Ph.D. student Carrie Alexander 
talked to Antioch residents about the city’s beaches 
along the San Joaquin River. The riverfront was once 

THE POWER 
OF THE HUMAN 
VOICE ORAL HISTORY PROJECTS 

ARE THRIVING IN 
DELTA COMMUNITIES

Hideko “Heidi” Sakazaki



and walking three miles to elementary school with  
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her father in bad weather. Sakazaki recounts her mother 
burning their family photos during World War II since 
she feared people would think they were disloyal to the 
United States. She wrote, “We had a small painful bon
fire as cherished memories went up in flames.”

The Locke Foundation, led by board member Corliss 
Lee, is starting an oral history project to collect 
interviews of past and present residents and Chinese 
American families in the Delta. One of the initial 
interviews featured 97-year-old Corporal Ruth Chan 
Jang with her son Dr. Harry (Bobby) Kean Jang. Jang 
is an extraordinary woman who grew up in Locke 
helping her parents run the Happy Café restaurant at 
the current site of the Ning Hou Art Gallery. She enlisted 
in the Army Air Force during World War II, assisting 
wounded servicemen, before marrying fellow Locke 
resident and veteran Harry Jang. The interview was 
featured in the Fall 2020 Locke Foundation newsletter. 
Ultimately, the oral histories will be archived in the 
Locke Boarding House Museum.

Thanks to the tireless work of these groups and people, 
these wonderful stories will be preserved and shared 
for many years to come and become a permanent part 
of the Delta’s legacy.
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known for large sand dunes, bountiful wildlife, and 
family recreation. People in their 70s, 80s, and 90s 
told her childhood stories about climbing steep cliffs, 
digging tunnels in the dunes, fishing, and practicing 
their marksmanship. Later stories described the changes 
to the city’s landscape and culture as the dunes were 
cleared for industrial uses. These oral histories provided 
a human touch for a series of articles in Soundings 
Magazine chronicling the transformation of Antioch’s 
riverfront and efforts to preserve the area’s ecosystem.

The pandemic has created challenges in gathering oral 
histories. The Friends of the 1883 Clarksburg School
house is seeking community stories as part of their 
larger effort to preserve a former schoolhouse as a 
museum, community gathering space, and visitor 
center. Sacramento State graduate student Tracy 
Huddleson worked with Friends board member Karen 
Coffee on developing protocols for interviewing 
community members as safely as possible when
conducting video and tape-recorded oral histories.

One Clarksburg interviewee, Hideko “Heidi” Sakazaki, 
provided written as well as verbal answers for the 
project. Her spellbinding narrative discusses the inter
actions between her Japanese immigrant parents and 
their Portuguese neighbors, the challenges of farming, 

Interested in 
Delta Heritage? 

Join us for the Delta Heritage 
Forum - a free, mid-day 
virtual event focused on 

efforts to preserve and tell 
Delta stories, opportunities 

for partnerships and 
collaboration, and networking. 

Friday, November 6, 2020

For details visit 
delta.ca.gov/NHA Ruth and Harry Jang

www.delta.ca.gov/nha


October

October 22 - Delta Stewardship Council Meeting  

 

deltacouncil.ca.gov/council-meetings

October 28 – Delta Conservancy board meeting
deltaconservancy.ca.gov/board-meeting-materials

facebook.com/DeltaProtectionCommission twitter.com/CA_DPC instagram.com/DeltaProtectionCommission

Delta Agency Meetings

.

 

Delta Flood Preparedness Week
October 17-24, 2020

This year, Delta Flood Preparedness Week is in coordination with California Flood Preparedness Week. Federal, 
state, and local agencies are joining together to inform Delta residents and all Californians about flood awareness 
and preparedness to improve public safety.

Join us on our Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram pages for helpful information and tips all week. Look out for the 
hashtags #CADeltaFloodReady and #CAFloodPrepWeek

We also have a wealth of tips and resources available on our Delta Flood Preparedness webpage:
www.delta.ca.gov/beprepared 

November
 
November 19 - Delta Protection Commission Meeting
www.delta.ca.gov/commission-meetings

November 19 - Delta Stewardship Council Meeting
deltacouncil.ca.gov/council-meetings

www.deltacouncil.ca.gov/council-meetings
www.deltacouncil.ca.gov/council-meetings
www.delta.ca.gov/commission-meetings
www.deltaconservancy.ca.gov/board-meeting-materials
www.facebook.com/DeltaProtectionCommission
www.twitter.com/CA_DPC
www.instagram.com/DeltaProtectionCommission
www.delta.ca.gov/beprepared
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