
 

1 

 

DRAFT SUMMARY MINUTES 
Delta Protection Commission Meeting 

Thursday, March 18, 2021 

Meeting conducted via Zoom and telephone as authorized by Governor’s 
Executive Orders N-29-20 and N-33-20 during the COVID-19 emergency 

ADMINISTRATIVE AGENDA 

1. Call to order 

Chair Nottoli called the meeting to order at 4:04 p.m. and led the meeting participants in a flag 
salute. 

2. Welcome and roll call 

Interim Commission Clerk Stacy Hayden called the roll. Present at roll call: Chair Nottoli, Vice-
Chair Winn, Commissioners Burgis, Vasquez, Villegas, Fuller, Steele, Nakanishi, Mussi, Paroli, 
Slater (for van Loben Sels), Bugsch, and Vogel (for Crowfoot). Commissioners Ross and Kim were 
absent with no alternate present. 

Chair Nottoli welcomed Isleton City Council member Paul Steele as a new Commission member 
representing cities in Sacramento and Yolo counties. 

3. Public comment - Opportunity for the public to address the Commission regarding items not 
on the agenda 

There was no public comment. 

4. Report on Delta Stewardship Council activities 

Chair Nottoli provided a brief report on the February Delta Stewardship Council meeting, where 
agenda items included an update and public comment on the Delta Adapts draft climate 
vulnerability assessment, a workplan for the Council’s 2021 priorities, an update from the Delta 
Watermaster, and an overview of the Delta Landscapes Scenario Planning Tool. Commissioner 
Villegas asked about the Delta Adapts project and requested that DSC meeting agendas be 
shared with Commission members, which Executive Director Vink promised to provide. 

5. Commissioner comments/announcements  

There were no comments from Commission members. 

  

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.17.20-N-29-20-EO.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.19.20-attested-EO-N-33-20-COVID-19-HEALTH-ORDER.pdf
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CONSENT AGENDA 

6. Approval of January 21, 2021 minutes  

7. Consider delegation of authority to Executive Director to approve additional funding for 
Stantec and University Enterprises Inc. contracts 

Executive Director Vink provided a brief description of the work entailed in the Stantec and 
University Enterprises Inc. contracts, which require approval from the Commission because the 
agreements have been incrementally amended over a period of time and the agreements now 
exceed $100,000 in total funding, the limit of the Executive Director’s approval authority.  

MOTION: It was moved by Commissioner Burgis and seconded by Commissioner Villegas to 
approve the consent agenda, including the January 21, 2021 minutes and delegation of 
authority to the Executive Director to approve additional funding for the Stantec and University 
Enterprises Inc. contracts. In a roll call vote, the motion passed 12-0-1 with all Commission 
members present voting aye, except for Commissioner Steele who abstained.  

REGULAR AGENDA 

8. Receive Executive Director report  

Executive Director Vink provided an update on DWR’s Delta Conveyance Project (DCP), including 
a meeting with DWR and DCP senior management regarding Davis-Dolwig Act (State Water 
Project obligations for recreation related to their project), Commission staff input into the 
proposed Community Benefits Program, resumption of DWR soil exploration drilling in the Delta 
after a winter pause, and recent changes at the Delta Conveyance Design and Construction 
Authority, including the announcement that Executive Director Kathryn Mallon would be leaving 
and the appointment of new board members; provided an update on ongoing efforts related to 
broadband access in the Delta, including recent webinars conducted by Commission Program 
Manager Virginia Gardiner on the CalSpeed phone application which validates internet 
download and upload speeds; mentioned that the Commission’s contracted administrative 
services, including human resources, accounting, and contracting, would move from State Lands 
Commission to Department of General Services beginning July 1, 2021; announced that Sis 
Hendrix left the Commission staff in February and that a search is underway for her 
replacement; reminded Commission members that annual conflict of interest reporting forms 
are due to the Fair Political Practices Commission by April 1; commended the Commission staff 
for their resiliency during the past COVID year and their efforts to adjust to working from home; 
and referenced the written report for updates on Commission land use letters and other staff 
activities. 

Commissioner Villegas requested that the Commission have a more detailed discussion about 
the proposed DCP Community Benefits Program at the next Commission meeting, and 
Commissioner Vasquez concurred. Commissioner Burgis suggested preparing a graphic to direct 
people to the CalSpeed application, which the Commission is preparing.  
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Chair Nottoli asked for public comment; DPAC Vice-Chair Barbara Daly asked a question about 
the Commission budget, and specifically requested support for any marketing-related efforts.     

9. Receive Delta Protection Advisory Committee report 

DPAC Chair Mark Pruner provided an update on the March 2 DPAC meeting, where the 
Committee welcomed Dr. Jessica Rudnick, Delta Stewardship Council’s Social Science Extension 
Specialist, received a report on the recent meeting of the DCA Stakeholder Engagement 
Committee (SEC), received a report and discussed the recommendations on the Economic 
Sustainability Plan-Recreation and Tourism Chapter update, received a report and discussed the 
proposed U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s Delta Cross Channel improvements, and received an 
update on Commission staff activities.  

Executive Director Vink mentioned that five DPAC seats would be up for appointment in May 
2021 and that the call for applications was released recently. Chair Nottoli asked for public 
comment and there was none. 

10. Receive report on Delta Watermaster activities  

Delta Watermaster Michael George discussed drought preparation in the Delta, with an initial 
emphasis on statewide activities and then a focus on specific drought initiatives affecting the 
Delta, including work to improve water use data reporting and creating drought management 
partnerships. 

Commissioner Bugsch left the meeting during the presentation. Commissioner Steele asked 
about salinity levels in the Delta and about the potential for new reservoirs; Mr. George 
responded about salinity exceedances in the south Delta and described some recent efforts for 
new reservoirs, but indicated more of a focus on underground storage through groundwater 
recharge projects.  

Chair Nottoli asked for public comment; DPAC Vice-Chair Barbara Daly commented on demands 
for Delta water in the southern San Joaquin Valley and the role of groundwater storage projects 
there.  

11. Receive report on Delta National Heritage Area management plan development and consider 
delegation of authority to Executive Director to accept additional federal funding  

Program Manager Dr. Blake Roberts presented an update on the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
National Heritage Area (NHA), emphasizing recent meetings of the NHA Advisory Committee 
and discussions with National Park Service program staff. He also asked the Commission to 
approve a delegation of authority to the Executive Director to accept federal funding of 
approximately $157,500 in federal FY 2021. 

Chair Nottoli asked for public comment and there was none. 

MOTION: It was moved by Commissioner Villegas and seconded by Commissioner Vogel to 
approve a delegation of authority to the Executive Director to accept federal funding of 
approximately $157,500 in federal FY 2021; in a roll call vote, the motion passed 11-0-0 with all 
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Commission members present at roll call voting aye, except for Commissioner Bugsch (who left 
the meeting earlier) and Commissioner Paroli (not voting).  

12. Consider approval of Economic Sustainability Plan-Recreation and Tourism Chapter update  

Program Manager Virginia Gardiner presented highlights of the final draft of the Economic 
Sustainability Plan-Recreation and Tourism Chapter update and emphasized next steps to 
implement the recommendations, including convening agencies, organizations, and business 
entities to define the problems to be solved, and identifying resources, responsible parties, and 
actions needed to address the highest priority constraints and obstacles.  

Commissioners Villegas congratulated Commission staff on the work and commented on 
drought impacts on recreation, which Chair Nottoli concurred with and offered his additional 
thoughts. Commissioner Steele commented on the COVID impacts to the recreation economy, 
and asked about how grant funding might assist, with Program Manager Gardiner replying. 

Chair Nottoli asked for public comment; DPAC Vice-Chair Barbara Daly commented on the 
inadequate emphasis on cultural tourism, and Executive Director Vink replied that this would be 
addressed in the NHA implementation efforts. 

MOTION: It was moved by Commissioner Steele and seconded by Commissioner Vasquez to 
approve the final draft of the Economic Sustainability Plan-Recreation and Tourism Chapter 
update; in a roll call vote, the motion passed 12-0-0 with all Commission members present at 
roll call voting aye, except for Commissioner Bugsch (who left the meeting earlier).  

13. Receive report on review of Vision 2030 (Commission strategic plan)  

Executive Director Vink provided background on Vision 2030, the Commission strategic plan 
adopted in May 2015, and the efforts to review and propose revisions to its strategic objectives. 
He sought direction from the Commission on the proposed redline document included in the 
meeting packet, and indicated that the proposed redline document would next be shared with 
the Delta community in requesting public comment, and then with DPAC. 

Chair Nottoli sought clarification on next steps.  He asked for public comment and there was 
none. 

14. Adjourn 

Chair Nottoli adjourned the meeting at 6:06 pm. The next Commission meeting will be May 20, 
2021. 
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