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Delta Protection Commission Meeting 
May 20, 2021 

AGENDA ITEM 9:  Introduce Sea Grant Social Science Extension Specialist Dr. Jessica Rudnick 

 

  

Prepared by: Virginia Gardiner Presented by: Erik Vink 

Requested Action: Receive preliminary report on development of Delta Social Science Vision 

Type of Action: Information only 

Background: The Commission has long advocated that scientific study and management 
decisions in the Delta should consider the people of the Delta on an equal footing with the 
natural environment. In 2015 the Delta Independent Science Board (DISB) undertook a review 
of the social science research in the Delta, producing the paper “Review of Research on the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta as an Evolving Place” (2017). This review was rooted in two 
provisions of the 2009 Delta Reform Act: the requirement that the coequal goals for water 
supply reliability and habitat restoration be achieved in a manner that protects and enhances 
the unique cultural, recreational, natural resource, and agricultural values of the Delta as an 
evolving place (CA Water Code §85054), and the DISB mandate to provide oversight of the 
scientific research, monitoring, and assessment programs that support adaptive management 
of the Delta through periodic reviews (CA Water Code §85280). Integration of social science 
into Delta scientific research, policy, governance, and decision-making was recognized as long 
overdue and called for in the 2016 Delta Science Enterprise Workshop. In 2018, the Delta 
Science Program created an independent Social Science Task Force (SSTF) to develop a strategy 
by which social science could be integrated into the science, management and policy landscape 
of the Delta.  

The final strategy and recommendations of the SSTF (April 2020) included investing in building 
an external network of social scientists, investing in internal social science capacity, securing 
funding for monitoring and reporting on social indicators, and continuously evaluating 
institutional, cultural, and individual barriers to learning. The creation of the Extension 
Specialist position at the Delta Science Program, jointly sponsored by California Sea Grant and 
Delta Stewardship Council, is a significant step toward implementing these recommendations, 
which will help begin to integrate Delta as Place values into Delta science and management 
decisions.  
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Jessica Rudnick, PhD is an applied environmental social scientist who conducted her doctoral 
research on farmer decision-making and agriculture-environmental governance in California. 
She previously worked with the Delta Stewardship Council and California Sea Grant as a Delta 
Science Fellow to better understand farmer decision-making in the Delta. Dr. Rudnick will 
present her proposed plan and actions to date for implementing a Delta social science vision.    

Requested Action: Receive report  

Relationship to Vision 2030 (Commission strategic plan): 

Education and Outreach (Strategic Theme) 

O.1 Ensure consistent, proactive communications between and among Delta 
interests and decision makers. 

1.2 Respond to emerging issues of importance in the Delta in a prompt, 
effective and transparent manner, with a high degree of flexibility. 

1.3 Foster two-way communication throughout the Delta. 

1.3.2 Provide a forum for residents, businesses and Delta interests to 
participate in decisions affecting the Delta. 
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