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DRAFT SUMMARY MINUTES 
Delta Protection Commission Meeting 

Thursday, May 20, 2021 

Meeting conducted via Zoom and telephone as authorized by Governor’s 
Executive Orders N-29-20 and N-33-20 during the COVID-19 emergency 

ADMINISTRATIVE AGENDA 

1. Call to order 

Vice-Chair Winn called the meeting to order at 4:14 p.m. and led the meeting participants in a 
flag salute. 

2. Welcome and roll call 

Interim Commission Clerk Stacy Hayden called the roll. Present at roll call: Vice-Chair Winn, 
Commissioners Burgis, Villegas, Fuller, Nakanishi, Paroli, Slater, Agar (for Kim), Lester-Moffitt 
(for Ross), Vogel (for Crowfoot) and Bugsch. Chair Nottoli joined the meeting at 4:20 pm and 
Commissioner Vasquez joined the meeting at 4:27 pm. Commissioners Mussi and Steele were 
absent with no alternate present. 

Vice-Chair Winn welcomed Tom Slater as the new Commission member representing North 
Delta Reclamation Districts.  

3. Public comment - Opportunity for the public to address the Commission regarding items not 
on the agenda 

There was no public comment. 

4. Commissioner comments/announcements  

Commissioner Agar updated Commission members on the map displaying Caltrans construction 
projects in the Delta region. Vice-Chair Winn (with Commissioner Villegas concurring) 
commended Commissioner Agar on Caltrans litter removal efforts.  

5. Report on Delta Stewardship Council activities 

Chair Nottoli reported on the Council hearing on the appeals of the Lookout Slough certification 
of consistency, having concluded just before he joined the Commission meeting. The hearing will 
continue on July 15-16 with the Council’s decision on the appeals – whether to deny the appeals 
and approve the project or to sustain the appeals and remand the project to DWR. Chair Nottoli 
also reported on the compensation issue for members of the Delta Independent Science Board 
(DISB) and the hope that the matter can be resolved with the passage of SB 821. The Council will 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.17.20-N-29-20-EO.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.19.20-attested-EO-N-33-20-COVID-19-HEALTH-ORDER.pdf
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consider releasing draft regulatory language for implementing the Delta Levee Investment 
Strategy (DLIS) at its August meeting.  

CONSENT AGENDA 

6. Approval of March 18, 2021 minutes  

MOTION: It was moved by Commissioner Villegas and seconded by Commissioner Burgis to 
approve the March 18, 2021 minutes; in a roll call vote, the motion passed 13-0 with all 
Commission members present voting aye. 

REGULAR AGENDA 

7. Receive Executive Director report  

Chair Nottoli offered congratulations to Commissioner Lester-Moffitt on her nomination by 
President Biden as USDA Undersecretary for Marketing and Regulatory Programs, and thanked 
outgoing Commissioner Justin van Loben Sels for his seven years of service as a Commission 
member. 

Executive Director Vink provided an update on DWR’s Delta Conveyance Project (DCP); recent 
meetings of the Delta NHA Management Plan Advisory Committee, including the interpretive 
planning task group; the upcoming community survey to assess trail preferences for the Great 
California Delta Trail; DWR’s announcement that the West False River emergency drought 
barrier would be installed in June; and referenced the additional projects update, budget and 
spending report, and website and social media metrics included in the written report. 

Chair Nottoli asked for public comment and there was none.     

8. Consider appointment of Delta Protection Advisory Committee (DPAC) members pursuant to 
Public Resources Code section 29753(a) and receive DPAC report 

Executive Director Vink reported on the application process for five seats on DPAC, with 10 
applications received. Upon reviewing the applications, Chair Nottoli and Vice-Chair Winn 
recommended the following individuals for three-year terms: Robyn Brown (Delta business), 
Craig Watanabe (Delta agriculture), Morris Lum (Delta recreation), Dawit Zeleke (Delta 
habitat/conservation NGO), and Gregg Erickson (State Agency). 

Chair Nottoli asked for public comment and there was none. 

MOTION: It was moved by Commissioner Vasquez and seconded by Commissioner Villegas to 
appoint Robyn Brown, Craig Watanabe, Morris Lum, Dawit Zeleke, and Gregg Erickson to three-
year terms on DPAC; in a roll call vote, the motion passed 13-0 with all Commission members 
present voting aye. 
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DPAC Vice-Chair Barbara Daly provided an update on the May 4 DPAC meeting, where the 
Committee received a report on the DCA Stakeholder Engagement Committee, received a report 
and discussed the current proposal for the Delta Conveyance Project Community Benefits 
Program (voting 7-4-1 that the Commission participate in the Community Benefits Program 
discussion in some way, and voting 2-9-0 against a motion to recommend the Commission’s 
participation be conditioned upon DWR withdrawing their current tunnel proposal), and agreed 
to continue the discussion of proposed edits to Vision 2030 strategic objectives at the next DPAC 
meeting. 

Chair Nottoli asked for public comment and there was none. 

9. Introduction and comment from Sea Grant Social Science Extension Specialist Dr. Jessica 
Rudnick 

Chair Nottoli welcomed and introduced Dr. Jessica Rudnick, Sea Grant Social Science Extension 
Specialist for the Delta Science Program. Dr. Rudnick provided a background of the Delta Science 
Program efforts to establish social science research and discussed her initial thoughts on 
incorporating social science considerations into Delta science research. 

Commissioner Vasquez mentioned the Bay Conservation and Development Commission 
environmental justice effort, and Commissioners Vogel and Villegas commended Dr. Rudnick on 
incorporating social science into the Delta science tapestry.  

Chair Nottoli asked for public comment and there was none.  

Commissioner Bugsch left the meeting during this agenda item. 

10. Receive report on Delta Conveyance Project Community Benefits Program and consider 
direction to Commission staff 

Dr. Juliana Birkhoff of Ag Innovations, a consultant to DWR, provide background on the 
Community Benefits Program, including the Fall 2020 survey of disadvantages communities in 
the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta region. She also reported on community workshops held in 
April and May 2021, and next steps. 

Commissioner Villegas asked about the Spanish language responses to the Fall 2020 survey, and 
Commissioner Burgis expressed her concern that the public would not know the full impacts of 
the Delta Conveyance Project before the Community Benefits program was developed.  

Chair Nottoli asked for public comment; Michael Brodsky (Save the California Delta Alliance), Bill 
Wells (Delta Chambers of Commerce), Barbara Daly (DPAC and Delta Chambers of Commerce), 
Dan Whaley (Delta Legacy Communities), and Jim Cox (DPAC) all provided comment 
recommending the Commission refrain from engaging with DWR on the Community Benefits 
Program. Similar written comments were also submitted by Dante Nomellini Sr. (Central Delta 
Water Agency), Dean Ruiz (South Delta Water Agency), Karen Mann (Save the California Delta 
Alliance), and Michael Campbell of Clarksburg. 
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Vice-Chair Winn and Commissioners Villegas, Burgis, and Vasquez all commented that there was 
nothing to be gained by engaging in the Community Benefits Program development. 

Chair Nottoli left the meeting at 6:13 pm, prior to the consideration of agenda item 11. 

11. Receive update on Delta Stewardship Council (DSC) certification of consistency appeal process 
for Lookout Slough Tidal Habitat Restoration and Flood Improvement Project and consider 
endorsement of the May 11, 2021 letter from Executive Director Vink to DSC   

Executive Director Vink presented information on the Delta Plan certification of consistency 
process for DWR’s Lookout Slough Tidal Habitat Restoration and Flood Improvement Project, 
including four appeals filed by Delta water agencies, reclamation districts, and recreation 
interests. He also reported on a May 11, 2021 comment letter provided under the Executive 
Director’s signature, and the Commission testimony provided during the May 20 hearing. He 
asked for the Commission’s endorsement of the May 11, 2021 letter. 

Commissioner Villegas offered comment that it was important for the Commission to weigh in 
on these efforts, and Vice-Chair Winn agreed. Commissioner Vogel commented that the May 11 
letter should have reflected that the Commission did not vote on approving the letter. 
Commissioner Slater offered his support for the May 11 letter. 

MOTION: It was moved by Commissioner Burgis and seconded by Commissioner Slater to 
endorse the May 11, 2021 letter from Executive Director Vink to Delta Stewardship Council 
regarding the appeals of the Lookout Slough Tidal Habitat Restoration and Flood Improvement 
Project Delta Plan Certification of Consistency. In a roll-call vote, the motion carried 7-2, with 
Vice-Chair Winn and Commissioners Burgis, Fuller, Nakanishi, Paroli, Slater, and Agar voting 
“aye”, and Commissioners Lester-Moffitt and Vogel voting “no”. 

Commissioner Vasquez left the meeting at 6:32 p.m. before the vote on agenda item 11.  

12. Adjourn 

Vice-Chair Winn adjourned the meeting at 6:41 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be July 
15, 2021. 
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