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DRAFT SUMMARY MINUTES 
Delta Protection Commission Meeting 

Thursday, August 5, 2021 

Meeting conducted via Zoom and telephone as authorized by Governor’s 
Executive Orders N-29-20, N-33-20, and N-08-21 during the COVID-19 

emergency  

1. Call to order 

Chair Nottoli called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m. and asked Executive Director Vink to lead 
the meeting participants in a flag salute. 

2. Welcome and roll call 

Interim Commission Clerk Stacy Hayden called the roll. Present at roll call: Chair Nottoli, 
Commissioners Burgis, Villegas, Vasquez, Fuller, Nakanishi, Steele, Paroli, Slater, and Bugsch. 
Vice-Chair Winn joined the meeting at 1:09 p.m. Commissioners Mussi, Ross, Crowfoot, and Kim 
were absent with no alternate present. 

3. Public comment - Opportunity for the public to address the Commission regarding items not 
on the agenda 

Deirdre Des Jardins of California Water Research provided comment on the integrity of federal 
scientific review of the Delta water export biological opinions.   

4. Commissioner comments/announcements  

Commissioner Burgis reported on the early August Bradford Island fire, with a follow-up 
question and comment from Commissioner Steele. 

5. Report on Delta Stewardship Council activities 

Chair Nottoli reported on the Council’s July 15-16, 2021 hearing and meeting, including the 
Council’s determination to deny the Lookout Slough certification of consistency and remand the 
project to Department of Water Resources. He also reported that the Council’s August 26 
meeting agenda will include the proposed rulemaking for the Delta Levee Investment Strategy 
(DLIS).  
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6. Commission position on Senate Bill 821 (Delta Independent Science Board) 

Executive Director Vink provided background on S.B. 821, legislation to require the Delta 
Stewardship Council to contract for the services of the Delta Independent Science Board (DISB) 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.17.20-N-29-20-EO.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.19.20-attested-EO-N-33-20-COVID-19-HEALTH-ORDER.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/6.11.21-EO-N-08-21-signed.pdf


 

2 

 

members at a rate of $150 per hour (with cost of living adjustments in the future), exempt the 
contracts from requirements to conduct a bid process for public contracting, specify that DISB 
members are not employees of the Council, and require DISB board members to exercise their 
scientific judgement and perform their functions independently. 

Chair Nottoli asked for public comment. Deirdre Des Jardins of California Water Research 
provided her support for S.B. 821 and thanked the Commission for considering a position on the 
legislation. Chair Nottoli thanked Ms. Des Jardins for her ongoing support of this issue. 

Commissioners Villegas, Burgis and Steele all spoke in favor of the legislation and the 
recommended Commission action. 

MOTION: It was moved by Commissioner Villegas and seconded by Commissioner Burgis to 
endorse S.B. 821 and approve the proposed letter of support to the Senate Committee on 
Natural Resources and Water; in a roll call vote, the motion passed 11-0 with all Commission 
members present voting aye. 

Prior to adjournment, Commissioner Steele provided comment on the broadband effort 
involving Isleton, Sacramento County, the Commission, and other agencies that will hopefully 
result in a federal grant application submitted by the August 17 deadline.  In addition, Dr. Jay 
Lund (DISB member and former DISB Chair) provided a comment thanking the Commission for 
its action on S.B. 821.  

7. Adjourn 

Chair Nottoli adjourned the meeting at 1:41 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be 
September 16, 2021. 
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