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Background 

Current Delta FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) were produced 
during FEMA’s Map Modernization Initiative. 
The behind levee analysis followed FEMA Procedure Memorandums 34 
and 43. 
Maps used the “without levee” procedure, resulting in Base Flood 
Elevations (BFEs) that are 10 to 20 feet above the ground. 
Bowing to criticism from Mississippi River congressional members, 
FEMA developed a more flexible approach to mapping behind de-
accredited levees. 



  

      
     

   

    
    

What does the letter to FEMA request? 

• Requests FEMA to update the Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
(FIRMs) and apply the new, more flexible mapping approach to 
remapping areas within the Delta. 

• Asks that flood zones on the existing maps be changed from a 
Zone A to a Zone D in the interim. 



  

  
 

       
    

 

      

Why should the Commission make this 
request to FEMA? 
Zone D is defined as: 

Flooding is possible but undetermined 

Zone D is not considered a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA). Thus, 
building restrictions and mandatory flood insurance purchase 
requirements do not apply. 

This makes the construction of wine tasting rooms and other 
agricultural support structures possible. 



 

    
    

 

Why make this request now? 

Homeowners are no longer penalized by Zone D flood insurance rates. 
Risk Rating 2.0 - premiums are actuarily rated irrespective of the FIRM 
flood zone designation. 



  

      
 

      

   
  

     

What are the Commission’s Obligations? 

Continue to support and enforce existing state regulations regarding 
residential construction in the deep floodplains. 
Continue efforts to educate and inform the public of the existing flood 
risk. 
Assist FEMA in organizing the Local Levee Mapping Team (LLPT)  that 
will guide the remapping effort. 
Support efforts to explore alternatives to the National Flood Insurance 
Program. 


	Letter to FEMA requesting Delta region Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) reclassification 
	Background
	What does the letter to FEMA request?
	Why should the Commission make this request to FEMA?
	Why make this request now?
	What are the Commission’s Obligations?



