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SUMMARY MINUTES 
Delta Protection Commission Meeting 

Thursday, September 16, 2021 

Meeting conducted via Zoom and telephone as authorized by Governor’s 
Executive Orders N-29-20, N-33-20, and N-08-21 during the COVID-19 

emergency 

1. Call to order

Chair Nottoli called the meeting to order at 4:03 p.m. and asked Commissioner Vasquez to lead
the meeting participants in a flag salute. Chair Nottoli reminded meeting participants that the
meeting is being held on Zoom as part of the Governor’s Executive Orders during the Covid-19
emergency.

2. Welcome and roll call

Interim Commission Clerk Stacy Hayden called the roll. Present at roll call: Chair Nottoli, Vice
Chair Winn, Commissioners Burgis, Villegas, Vasquez, Fuller, Nakanishi, Paroli, Slater, Agar (for
Kim), Vogel (for Crowfoot), Bugsch, and ex-officio member Assemblyman Jim Frazier.
Commissioners Steele, Mussi and Ross were absent with no alternate present. Chair Nottoli
announced that Senator Susan Talamantes Eggman has joined the Commission as an ex-officio
member, and offered congratulations to Jenny Lester-Moffitt on her confirmation by the U.S.
Senate as the U.S. Department of Agriculture Undersecretary for Marketing and Regulatory
Programs.

3. Public comment - Opportunity for the public to address the Commission regarding items not
on the agenda

There was no public comment.

4. Report on Delta Stewardship Council activities

Chair Nottoli reported on recent Council activities, including the August 26 meeting where the
Delta Levee Investment Strategy (DLIS) rulemaking was advanced by Council members, and that
the Sept. 23 meeting would include a report from the Delta Watermaster and a discussion of
Metropolitan Transportation Commission/Association of Bay Area Governments’ Draft Plan Bay
Area 2050 Delta Plan Comment Letter.

5. Commissioner comments/announcements

Commissioner Agar described the Clean California efforts and mentioned the availability of local
funding for beautification and litter abatement projects, including an expansion of Adopt-A-
Highway efforts and additional Caltrans hiring for litter cleanup efforts. Commissioner Burgis
complimented Commissioner Agar on his efforts. Ex-officio Commission member Frazier

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.17.20-N-29-20-EO.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.19.20-attested-EO-N-33-20-COVID-19-HEALTH-ORDER.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/6.11.21-EO-N-08-21-signed.pdf
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described the habitat restoration CEQA exemption in the budget trailer bill passed at the end of 
the session, and his efforts to obtain assurances from California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Director Bonham that Assemblyman Frazier would be notified before the exemption would be 
applied to restoration projects in the Delta.  

CONSENT AGENDA 

6. Consider approval of July 15, 2021 and August 5, 2021 meeting minutes 

MOTION: It was moved by Commissioner Burgis and seconded by Commissioner Vasquez to 
approve the July 15, 2021 and August 5, 2021 meeting minutes; in a roll call vote, the motion 
passed 12-0-0.  

REGULAR AGENDA 

7. Receive Executive Director report 

Executive Director Vink provided an update on DWR’s Delta Conveyance Project (DCP), including 
resumption of soil investigations and work with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on the Section 
106 (National Historic Preservation Act) process; mentioned public workshops in late August for 
the Delta National Heritage Area and a recent meeting of the NHA Management Plan Advisory 
Committee; described the Delta Stewardship Council’s remand of the Lookout Slough habitat 
restoration project certification of consistency back to DWR, in part based on recreation impacts 
highlighted by the Commission; mentioned the broadband grant submitted by City of Isleton, 
County of Sacramento, Clarksburg Fire Protection District, and broadband provider Digital Path, 
with extensive assistance from Commission Program Manager Virginia Gardiner; mentioned the 
announcement of Best of the Delta contest winners and the increased voting that occurred in 18 
categories; mentioned the Great California Delta Trail Master Plan meeting with Stakeholder 
and Technical Advisory Committees on September 17; mentioned that the Delta Waterway 
Cleanup will occur in all five Delta counties on September 18, with thanks for Regional San 
support to provide a small thank-you token for participants; mentioned that the 2022 Delta 
Leadership Program would convene in January, in partnership with Delta Regional Foundation; 
mentioned additional items (Commission land use comment letters, upcoming events, and other 
updates on Commission staff activities) included in the written report; and concluded by 
expressing concern about the habitat restoration CEQA exemption that Assemblyman Frazier 
mentioned in his report. 

Commissioner Vogel stated that the CEQA habitat exemption would not apply to the Delta 
Conveyance Project. 

Chair Nottoli asked for public comment.  Matt Conover of Point Pleasant mentioned his concern 
over legislation that was introduced in 2021 related to flooding impacts, and Executive Director 
Vink indicated that he would follow up with him about the bill. 

 
8. Receive Delta Protection Advisory Committee (DPAC) report 
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DPAC Chair Mark Pruner provided an update on the September 7 DPAC meeting, where the 
Committee received a report on recent activities of the Delta Stewardship Council from Chief 
Deputy Executive Officer Ryan Stanbra, received an update on the proposed Delta Cross Channel 
improvement project from U.S. Bureau of Reclamation staff and their consultant (Stantec), and 
received an update on Commission staff activities. He also reported that Stacy Sherman is a new 
participant on behalf of California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

Chair Nottoli asked for public comment. DPAC Vice Chair Barbara Daly expressed her concern 
over the Delta Cross Channel improvement project and its potential to increase Delta water 
exports. 

9. Receive report from Delta Stewardship Council and Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
Conservancy on recent activities 

Delta Stewardship Council Executive Officer Jessica Pearson and Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
Conservancy Executive Officer Campbell Ingram reported on recent activities within their 
organizations. Ms. Pearson reported on the formal rulemaking process for the Delta Levee 
Investment Strategy (DLIS), the Council’s work on Delta Adapts (climate change vulnerability 
assessment and adaptation strategy), the imminent release of an environmental impact report 
for proposed changes to Chapter 4 (Ecosystem Restoration) of the Delta Plan, and science 
program activities.  In response to a question from Chair Nottoli, Ms. Pearson reported on S.B. 
821, legislation to set a professional salary for members of the Delta Independent Science 
Board, which is currently on the Governor’s desk. 

Chair Nottoli asked for Commissioner and public comment on the presentation. Matt Conover of 
Point Pleasant provided comment on the Delta Adapts effort and suggested that the Cosumnes 
River floodplain projects should be removed from Chapter 4 of the Delta Plan.   

Mr. Ingram reported on the Conservancy’s Proposition 68 grant program to support community 
benefit and economic development projects in the Delta, with two projects approved and three 
projects slated for Conservancy board consideration in October; the Conservancy’s Proposition 1 
grant program to support ecosystem restoration in the Delta, including an anticipated final 
round of proposals expected to be considered by the Conservancy board in May 2022; the Delta 
Interagency Invasive Species Coordination Team effort and a December 15 symposium to align 
agency efforts on early detection and rapid response for combating invasive species; and 
mentioned the Bird Returns program (a joint effort of The Nature Conservancy, Audubon 
California, and Point Blue Conservation Science) to encourage winter and spring season flooding 
of fields to provide migratory bird habitat. 

Chair Nottoli asked for Commissioner and public comment on the presentation. Commissioner 
Vogel commended Mr. Ingram on the Bird Returns effort. Commissioner Slater asked about Bird 
Returns in a period of water curtailments; Mr. Ingram responded that the Delta is the most 
favorable place to encourage such a program because it is low in the system and has a favorable 
water situation.  Matt Conover of Point Pleasant asked whether the Conservancy was being 
challenged to increase habitat restoration activities, and Mr. Ingram responded.  
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Executive Director Vink announced that Commissioners Villegas and Bugsch left the meeting 
during this agenda item, and that there was still a quorum of Commission members 
participating. 

10. Receive report on 2021 Delta Flood Preparedness activities and consider approval of Delta 
Flood Preparedness Week resolution 

Commission Information Office Stacy Hayden announced that October 23-30 is Delta Flood 
Preparedness Week and introduced the www.DeltaFloodReady.com website that will provide 
information to Delta residents, businesses and visitors to make them aware of their flood risk 
and help them prepare for flooding. She also asked the Commission to approve Resolution 21-
01, declaring October 23-30 as Delta Flood Preparedness Week. 

Chair Nottoli asked for Commissioner and public comment on the presentation. Commissioner 
Burgis asked for the final resolution to be sent along to Commission members. There was no 
public comment. 

MOTION: It was moved by Commissioner Vogel and seconded by Commissioner Slater to adopt 
Resolution 21-01, declaring October 23-30 as Delta Flood Preparedness Week; in a roll call vote, 
the motion passed 9-0-0 with all Commissioners present at roll call voting “aye”, with the 
exception of Commissioners Villegas, Nakanishi and Bugsch who left the meeting prior to the 
vote. 

11. Closed Session – Executive Director Performance Evaluation 

The Commission moved to closed session at 5:28 p.m. to evaluate the performance of the 
Executive Director, pursuant to Government Code section 11126(a)(1). Executive Director Vink 
and Deputy Attorney General Carlos Mejia joined the Commission members for the closed 
session. 
 
Following the completion of the closed session, Chair Nottoli reconvened in open session and 
announced that there was no action taken. 
 

12. Adjourn 

Chair Nottoli adjourned the meeting at 5:57 p.m. The next Commission meeting will be 
November 18, 2021. 

http://www.deltafloodready.com/
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